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[ANITOBA ANp THE NtiRTH-WEST. 


Ion. Mr. PLUMB—Before the/ 4 \otidn 
lopted I have to ask the perinission of 
House to make some remarks on a 
ect which I promised to /bring up 
re. the^ close, of' the session.'Hori. 
lemen^will remember that when I 
ressed the Hoiise upon t^e repreSenta- 
of the North-West in /Parliament, I 
c., occasion towards the close of my 
arks to refer to what i/deemed a con¬ 
ed- attempt*to injure/fhe prospects of 
North-West by an unfair ana unwarrant- 
i statement of the hardships which the 
lers were undergoing/there, on 1 account, 
t was alleged, of/the climate of the 
ntry, the tyranny ,bf the Government, 
1 the grindingmonopoly of thfe Canadian 
pific Railway |Qampany. I said that 
lire had been in/ lthd- Opposition Press 
foughout the'; iCouhtry evidences' that 
iy were , in sympathy ' with such an 
empt. My statement was questioned 
my hon. friend the senior member for 
lifax, who/venfured to contradict it 
io'st? directly,. I promised him that ifi 
ei time I. would bring forward proofs of 
r 'charge, '■'jl am now prepared to do so, 
d I must apologise to him for delaying 
p reply so long. P did not wish- to 
tain the House on any day .when there 
i much 7 business before it,- nor do I 
h now / unduly to protract-its -sitting, 
ive no doubt my hon. friend will be' 
tified to know that I have not forgotten 
promise, and that I intend to produce 
ar as 1 time .will permit, proofs of my 
gations. /The official repbrt of the 

K te, which took place on the 25th 
lary, contains the following:—. 

Hon. Hr. POWER—Will the hon. gentle*, 
i be kind enough to tell the House’ by 
Im Dakota was held up as suoh a paradise 7 

\ ^ 1 ,* , " ** S 

HOn. Mr, PLUMB—By the Opposition 
is. 

Hon. Mb. POWER—Nothing of the sort. 

|hon. Mr. PLUMB— If the hon. gentleman 
P8 I can show him fifty differentxpiotations. 

IHon. Mr. POWER—One will do. 

■ a . \ 


‘‘ Hon. Mr/ PLUMB—I oould show him 
fifty j I will produce enough of them in good 
time, but the lion, gentleman will- not take 
upon himself the responsibility of denying 
what Isay, he wid not take the risk of it—X. 
know that perfectly well.. If the hon. gentle- *. 
man has read the newspapers' h’y must know 
as w.elf as I do that suoh ie the base jvlt-is a. 
patent' fact, known to every man wh^ reads 
th ^Ontario Opposition papers, that, day after , 
day .there are statements in them* which am 
calculated to draw attention to Dakota as 
having superior advantages for the settler as 
compared with the North-West. I am there¬ 
fore astonished that the hon. gentleman should 
challenge my statement. . 

“ Hon. Mr. • POWER-Llf the hon. gentle- " 
man will produce one of his proofs it will.do. 

, “ Hon. Mr.-PLuMB —Does the hon. gentle-' 
man dispute itSJf f 

“Hon. Mr. POWER-I doubt it. $ 

- ■ . v‘ 

, “Hon. Mr. PLUMB=^Do- you deny; it? ./. 

The hon. gentleman does not— - 

’ ‘ 

“Hon. Mr. POWER-The hon.gentlemiW 
knows.it would hardly be Parliamentary for / 
me,-after he has made a direct statement, r to ' 
'say that statement was .untrne, but I say that 
I very strongly doubt the statement-made by 
the hon. gentleman. !• have read - the papers 
pretty carefully, yet I have not seen the state¬ 
ments of which he has spoken. 

“ Hon. Mr. PLUMB—I will produce ample, 
evidence, should occasion arise, to show the . 
hon.gentleman that my assertion is a-perfeotly 
correct one. «.* * ^ , , 

Now, I did not assert that Dakota was 
held up as a paradise ; on the contrary 
the contention of which I complain Has' 
been that notwithstanding its inferiority of 
soil and climate, it offers far greater 
advantages to the settler than the North- 
West. - , ■' . 

' Perhaps it'might be well iff premising 
what I have. to. say,/to make' a brief state- 
ment of the position in, which the party to : 
which I have ' the honor to belong stands«„ 
in re|ard to' the, North-West-, It is well "■ 
known that the' ^cqufsition .of that terri¬ 
tory was made by the Government of the 
Right Hoh.. Sir J8hn -Macdonald, and, in 
receiving British’ Columbia into Confeder-' / 

Rtion an agreement was'made to build the . L 


Canadian Pacific Railway, with a view'df 
connecting’ British Columbia with the 
other Provinces to which it was politically 
attached, arid of opening up the new pos¬ 
sessions of the'Dominion.’ .the Govern¬ 
ment I think claim that' they acquired 
through the Indian treaties and through 
the title of. the Hudson Bay Company the 
full 'ownership of that great country. They 
afterwards set -off 'by legislation the Pro¬ 
vince o£ Manitoba, and there being some 
doubt whether.it was within the powers of 
” the Govemthent of Canada to do so, a 
special Act of the Imperial Parliament 
wtULhbtained for the purpose of ratifying 
the ^krrkngement and of authorizing the 
Government to establish other Provinces 
in the Worth-West. In pursuance of the 
agreement jvith British Columbia, the 
Government attempted to build the Cana¬ 
dian Pacific Railway. . We are all familiar 
with the /circumstances by which that first 
attempt was thwarted. In November 
1873 the Government of Sir John Mac-, 
donald was overthrown, Mr. Mackenzie 
and his friends came into power, and'Par- 
. -liament was dissolved. The general elec¬ 
tions were' held in January 1874, ^and 
Parliament met in the following March. 
Within two or three weeks of the close of 
the session, the Hon. Mr. Mackenzie,: , 
Minister of Public Works, introduced a' 
Bill to provide for the construction of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway. ' It was to be 1 
built either as a Government work or by ] 
contract He made large appropriations 
of land and very^iberal subsidies in money 
for the purpose^and proposed that there 1 
should be, in addition tb the actual specific < 
subsidies, such qtber and further sum as 
could be agreed Upon with contractors on 
a twenty-five years>subsidy at 4 per .cent ] 
interest^ In connection With that scheme t 
—and I want to call the attention of the t 
Senate particularly to the fact Mr. t 
Mackenzie’s Government, by Order-in- j 
Council, reserved a forty mile belt along t 
. the proposed line of the railway, and it was t 
intended that ,tfie line should be, built t 
across the north end of’Lake Manitoba 
out of the reach 'of the Settleihents then 
existing in Manitoba and of any which i 
have since then, grown up in that Province r 
There was a desire qn the part of gentle- a 
men then influential’ in shaping the policy 
of the country' that the Canadian Pacific 
Railway should be a commercial rather u 


f than a colonization road. We contended : 
: that the line should be primarily a 'colo- V£ 
' nization railway, or at all events should 
- have the characteristics of such a railway m 
• as well as of a railway for strictly jammer- IS 
l cial purposes. It was clear that as the® 
1 country was then, or is even,now situated, jjjl 
: it would be useless 'to build a Railway for 5 § 
’ commercial purposes merely. However, Jj 
■ it was intended by the late Government to<'j| 
: make it subserve, in directness of line n 
' gradients and curves, as much as possible fl 
. the purposes of commerce. The forty i’i 
: mile belt was strictly reserved; no settler 1 
; was allowed to go there ; he could not get || 
possession of a homestead anywhere on !l| 
the line, Such was' the sympathy fox him 
that he v was excluded altogether. 0 The fl 
indignation of the public with regard to ||| 
that restriction was so great that' after Mr. gl 
Mills Was made Minister of the Interior M 
ne was compelledjpn visiting the North-- 
West, by tjie clamors of the people, to jfj 
mpdify the illibera|vpolicy and to open the I9 
lands to settlement^ We hear constantly sH 
jthit the present Government has -been 9 
tyranical and that it has not favored^he §9 
settler. What can be imagined moreiarbi-' j|9 
trary than the ,policy of the Jftte^Tio W tir M 
ment in wholly shutting up the country ■ 
along the line? 

Hon. ; Mr. POWER—These are not |9 
the explanations that the hon. gentleman M 
proposed to give. Wm 

Hon. Mr. PLUMB—If the hon. gen-In 
tleman rises to a question of order I will 19 
sit down. 1 H 

Hon. Mr. POWER—I do ^ rise to 'a JlB 
point of order. The hon. gentleman, by ®I 9 
the courtesy of this House, has" risen for ijjjM 
the purpose of confirming a statement Sj 
that he made some timg ago. Instead of^M 
producing evidence to sustain the truth of 19 
that statement he is making a speech on ||9 
the general question of the rajlway policies |J|9 
of the two Governments. 9 SS j 

The SPEAKER—The hon. gentleman pff| 
is not speaking on the question, but on a 99 
motion to adjourn, very great latitude is 199 
allowed. 


Hon. Mr. PLUMB—The Minister, f 
under strong pressure,^ consented to allow| 







■ ji' 


tiers within the forty mile belt to take' 
homesteads by paying $t an acre cash, 

' by payment of such, other and further 
os the Government might choose to 
,ct lit need hardly be said that stit- 
s stayed away. Those Were the regii- 
ions which existed with regard to the 
ement of Manitoba and the North- 
st until 1878, when the Government 
r. Mackenzie was overthrown, at the 
[t general elections, and the preset^ ad- 
listration came.into-power. -1 mention 
se facts because they ate pertinent/to 
subject which I rose to discuss—pm - - 
ent to the attacks which-have been 
de constantly on the land policy of the 
sent Government, as if there had been 
re liberal regulations‘in the policy of 
Government which preceded it. In 
78, the overthrow of the Mackenzie 
inistration occasioned -a change of 
ilicy in the North-West, by wjtich the 
iuntry was' thrown open to settlers on 
e most favorable terms. In 1880, Par- 
,ment agreed to reserve ioo,ooo,ooq 
ires of land for building the Canadian 
Pacific Railway. The gentlemen’ who 
re re then leading the Opposition stated 
hat it was a perfectly futile thing to at- 
;mpt to build the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
jay. by any such reservation. They said, 
jyou might as well try to ybuild it with 
to as with 100,000,000 hcres of land,” 
id • the two leaders of the Opposition 
icried the North-West, and' spoke of it 
a country with an inhospitable climate 
iere settlers! would have to endure’ great 
ivations. • Onp-of them drew a contrast 
tween the condition of the settler there 
d that of the settler in Kansas, so greatly 
favor of the latter that it is quoted by 
i Kansas land agents with the hon'. 
itlemanY portrait-as a frontispiece, while 
1 other made an almost equally eloquent 
>eal in favor of Texas. I mention these' 
:umstances to show that there has been 
ispbsitiop from the first, on the part of 
■opponents, to thwart and impede the 
igress of settlement in the North-West, 
iich has been especially manifested since 
present Government came in. After 
ing the Tariff Act the next subjecfthat 
iged the attention of the Minister was 
construction of the Canadian Pacific 
way. I shall not recount the steps 
ich were taken; suffice it to say that 
sry movement 'of the Government in 


respect of the construction of the (Canadian 
Pacific Railway tnet with the bitterest op¬ 
position. The condition .of the country 
,w£s studiously misrepresented, and its 
•ability to undertake,the work denied. The 
finances of the Country, we were told; were 
not adequate to the/burden that would be 
thrown .upon it, and Mr. Mackenzie him¬ 
self, oh the floor of the House, stated that 
notwithstanding, the enormously liberal 
terms which he had offered—?o,ooo acres, 
of, land and $ro,ooo a mile of subsidy— 
and another and further sum of four pet 
cent, on such sum, as the contractor might 
offer, although he was zealously assisted 
by Sir John Rose and Mr: Sanford Flem¬ 
ing in -England, he had never been able 
to get a single bid. His terms involved 
55,000,000 acres .of land,'and nearly fifty 
millions of dollars in cash 1 subsidies, ac-y 
cording to the, proposition .made by the 
late Mr. Foster, on a four per .cent, basis 
for.tjie, Georgian Bay Branch. We- suc¬ 
ceeded in making a contract for the build¬ 
ing of the Canadian'Pacific Railway upon 
much more favorable terms. .We have 
constantly beerf -attacked for hiving eiv* 
deavored to guard that contract in such.a’ 
way. as to bring" the traffic of the North- 
West down to the older proyinceswhichfur* 
nished the money for the/purpose of con¬ 
structing the Railway, ly was the policy of 
this Government that there should be a con¬ 
tinuous line round the north shore of the 
lakes which should bring traffic to Ontario, 
Quebec and the Maritime Provinces. That 
policy has also been/attacked constantly, 
from first to last, if was a necessary part of 
that policy that railways running southward 
into the States should not be permitted to, 
tap the line west of Lake Superior. That 
has been charged as a grinding monopoly 
Upon the people of the North-West, but 
’could the .late Government, if the line had 
been constructed as a Government work, 
ljave done otherwise ? Would they have 
permitted the traffic to /be diverted ? Mr. 
Mackenzie’s refusal to give'upoontrol of the 
’Pembina Branch answers these questions. 
The continuation of. atttfcks such as I 
have indicated have had the most serious 
effect upon the prosperity-of that part of- 
the Dominion.,. Every device 'that could 
be contrived to prejudice the minds of set¬ 
tlers and of intending-settlers has .been 
resorted to for the purpose of hindering the 
development of the country, by embanas- 
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Bihg the. Government and the railway. . A 
favorite method has been to attack the land 
policy, of the Government; another to re- 
present that the Canadian^ Pacific Railway 
was a grinding pitiless ip 6 r( 6 p<$y, ruining 
itself by its monstrous ejcrictionk j another 
to represent that the people .of the Neyth- 
West were in a state' of revolt 'under-the 
tyranny of the present Government, aqgF 
that their future- relations with the Dom¬ 
inion were uncertain. It has been stated,— 
■ and I have abundant evidence before me 
to prove that such statements have been 
made,—that the policy of the Government 
and of the-Canadian Pacific Railway Com¬ 
pany was driving hundreds and thousands 
. of settlers out of thejmuntry who had been 
disappointed arid-had been forced to 
migrate to the adjoining territories in the 
United States. Particularly it -has been 
asserted that such has been the case with 
reference to Dakota. The Opposition 
Press have, constantly,-in speaking of the 
exodus of the People from the North-West, 
referred to Dakota as the place to which 
they were going/to estape from illiberal 
land regulagionsThigh freights and a grind¬ 
ing tariff oh agricultural implements and 
other articles of consumption in the North- 
West. That is to say, they' were; flying 
from a tariff averaging twenty-two and a 
half per cent, to a country whose tairiff was 
nearly double on the very same articles of 
consumption. They were escaping, as it 
were, from the frying pan and jumping into 
the fire. 

The Globe has favoured us, in its attacks 
upon a protective tariff, with the following 
illustration of the advantages the United 
States offered to the agricultural consumer. 
These are the reduced duties proposed, 
but not .enacted lasfyear. We can 
imagine what the unreduced tariff may.be. 
Here is the list to which the happy settler 
in Dakota must contribute :— 

•‘First comes his kitchen. The iron his stove 
is made, of, 45 percent.) hoi low-ware, pots, 
and kettles, 63 per cent.; copper and brass 
utensils, if.any, 46 per cent.; crockery, of the' 
commonest kind, 66 per cent.; glassware, of 
the cheapest kind, 46 per cent) table cutlery 
and spoons, 46 per cent, j pickled or salted 
fish, 26 per cent.; salt, 36 per cent.; sugar, 
42 per cent, j yinlegar, 36 per cent.; pickles, 
36 per cent, ; rice, 123 per cent; oranges and 
other foreign fruits, about 20 per Cent. Then 
comes the farmer or mechanic’s parlour, on 
whose contents he pays, duties as follows, the 
.amount of the duties being added by, the home 


mnoulho urcr t—Carpets, if mado pf drugget*, 

74 per oc it. i carpet, if made of tapestry, 68 pc 1 
ocnt.i furniture, 35 per cent.pwall paper,25 jwijj 
cent. | window curtninB, 45 per oent, | lobkin|Jj 
glass, frotn^SS- to 60 per cent.j ornaments oil 
kniok-kn^cks, 35 percent.,-Next coin os tin® 
farmer’s wardrobe i-^Mon’s clotUing, of wools 
48 percent;"; woollen hosiery and undershirts,''ij 
45 per cent, i woollen hats und oaps, 76 pa: J 
cent, i gloves, 60 per cent, t blanket*, 60 ppr-i 
oent. | alpaca dresses, 60 per cent, i any other/! 
woollen dresses, fr.om GO to 70 pc? cent. ) ty* 
pair of scissors, 45 per, cent.; brass pins, 'm 
per oent.) hairpins, 46 per oent.; penknivos/lj 
50 per oent.; needles, 26 perot-nt. j steel pens, u, 
45 per cent, t ink, 26 per cent.; paper, 20 pei£| 
cent, i razors, 46 per cent. Finally hero pnffi 
various other contents'Of the farmer’s hou8t i 'J 
and barn on which he must needlessly ,paj|I 
duty :—Castor oil, 102 per cent.; Castile soap,fM 
31 pep cent.; a dose of Epsom salts, 30 poraj 
cent.) insect powder, 20 per cent.; salad o' 

34 per Cent.; the commonest window glsss f , 
his house, 80 per cent.; paint, white lead fot$i 
his farm-house, 34 per cent.; bricks, 36 pa; ; !s 
I cent; roofing slates, 50 per cent.; horse-shotr 1 
r oaiJs., 31 per c4nt.; trace chains, 63 per cents 
a handsaw, 40 per cent.; files, 40. per cent.;| 
spool thread, 60,per cent.; bags and bagglw| 
for his-grain, 40-per cent.; a burrstone, 2l| 
per cent.; combs and brushes, 30 per cent.;|i 
a wooden pipe,.86 per cent.; an alpaca urr|| 
brella, 50 per cent.;' any iron or steel he nuj| s 
need, an average of 46 per cent. 

These were the duties proposed on wlnl| 
wbb called the revised tariff of last year, whiell 
the secretary of the treasury officially report! 
will, with the other taxes exacted, yiela tag 
1885, $106,000,000 more than .-is required tel 
the support of the Government econorriicalljl 
administered. adopted, this revised tanf| 
enacted a few' changes froip. the above litt;| 
but of how little account tariff * revision ’ ill 
may be gathered fptmi the fact that an officitl| 
treaauryTeporl made last month, states thil| 
average reduction. effected by .that revison ii|L 
less than 6 per cent, from the old war tarifFl 

I'think it can'be shown that most agrieK 
tural implements can be purchased in liVb-,% 
nipeg at a lower price than in Chicago, and iff 
that the land regulations in Dakota or anjtf|| 
other p&rt of the United States cannot be§ 
co 'mpajri d in liberality with those' 
coffritfyi I propose .to shciw also befon || 
I sit down that the-tariff oC freights along;*! 
the Canadian Pacific Railway, notwitk j 
standing.,ffig representation "of a gentle 'jl 
man who lam sorry to say is not ip his Jr 
place now, are . lower on the Canadian p 
Pacific Railway than on the Northern 
Pacific, t^e Uriion Pacific or the St. Pauli 
and Manitoba, /or the same kinds of;J 
freight 1 

I have not gone back, in order 



rt the allegation which I have made, 'that is a letter from A correspondent 1 -who 
ard to the Opposition press further states that there are '4,000 Canadian*'re¬ 
tire first of July last. From that siding in Minneapolis,/,. I might'sl^y, in 
to the present time the columns of reply that I think-it can be easily'shown 
■leading Opposition newspapers in that there are more thin 4,000 Americans 
irio have teemed with incitements to residing in Winnipeg, and I ha* 1 )*;.no 
people of the North-West to. revolt- doubt that my hon. friend Dr. Schultz, 
1st the Government "They have who, I am glad to see, is ip the House 
avored in every way to foment the again, will corroborate my statement 
ntent of those people. There are It will be remembered that the first line 
or, seventy articles published in One of construction selected for the Canadian 
paper between July and January, all Pacific Railway was far north of. the then 
hich are written, I might say, with the settled-portions of the country. So rm^h. 
e ' nefarious object. Almost every exasperation was felt at the time, that one 
plairit which has been published in of th? most devoted followers of the Gpv- k 
North-West .papers, every charge emtpent of that day, a member from Mani-‘ 
Jnst the Government "orrthe railway, no toba, Joined our party on account of what 
tpr how absurd or imaginary it. may he conceived to be the great injustice that 
v been,'has beep admitted to the' was dohe to the pa[rt of the country in 
mns of the Globe , and there has never which he lived, by the > selection of the 
n, so far as I can discover, an attempt northern location for the’line. It passed 
le by its* editors to modify the’ wildest f6r many miles through a succession of 
tements, but on tjie contrary they have muskegs. As an illustration of the char , 
n encouraged and endorsed,’Misstate- acter of the country, I may mentioh that 
its have been made, not only in the a gentleman who was building the telegraph 
itoriab columns .of .the Globe , but-'/in line" there—-a gentleman whose namp is 
tracts from other papers which have well-known; I think he was either a eon- 
en published either without comment or tractor or a subcontractor—Mr. John W. 
th comment of approval. During the Sifton—was present when one of his 'men 
ole of the six months, jrom July to was climbing up a telegraph pole to place 
cember, I cannot find a single article in the insulator upon its top. As he went up, 

: Globe which recommends the people -the pole sank down; and when he arrived 
the North-West to state their grievances at its top found himself on- a level, with 
iently and fairly, and to trust to an the ground. He stepped off, and as Ire 
real to the Government or to Pdrlia- did so the pOle, with a sound like a dork 
nt, if they have such grievances, to] get from a soda water bottle, popped out find 
m rectified ; but they are incited' to fell oh the ground, 
nediately demand' what they want with 1 could gj ve numerous other extracts 
mces imd' threats.. We -are told f r0 m the Globe subsequent to' the'tat 
people of the July in support of my position that it has 
rth-West mean business ; that ---they covertly in many instances, and .openly in 
aten to burn ,down the elevators and many others, shown inveterate hostility to 
“P the railway tracks of the Canadian ,he liberal land policy of the present Gov- 
ific Railway, and such alarming state- eminent, the Pacific Railway, and the 
nts,are made without words of coun- development of the country through which 
to tire people to be prudent and to it runs, and that it has covertly and irijuri- 
sue a legitimate course for the redress ous iy promoted the interests of the lieigh- 
their grievances. We are told m almost boririg territory Of Dakota, the Canadiani- 
ry number of that paper that thousands za ti 0 n of which is one of its favorite topics; 
t thousands are gomgacross the border but I will,pass.over, several others and 
d seeking homes in Dakota.. They'do turn now to the Globe d the zznd of 
reer to other parts of the United August, where I find the following charac- 
ites, but by implication they recommend teristic morceau: ' " 

tkota only, for that is the point whidh is _ . ’’ ■ 

nstantly mentioned. There is but.-one _ ‘ weleyrn On credible authority/that: Mr. 
ide which l can find which rhfeh, u 

y other State as a place of refuge, and tfohft jeopardised confederation to give -him 



8 


the monopoly of a floatable'stream, has formed 
a. most peculiar opinion of the Canadian North- 
West. It seems that, speaking to a young 
friend who had taken up land in Manitoba, 
he declared that he would ndtfpuy land there, 
*s the Syndicate, had killed that country. As 
emphasizing his belief that the > Canadian 
North-West must be suffering from the influ¬ 
ence Of the Syndicate, he has invested some 
|12,000 in Dakota and proposes to send his 
son to begin farming on the lands.” 

Hon.'Mr. POWER—Well, what of that? 

Hon. Mr. PLUMB—Wait a moment 
On the 28th of August I find the following: 

"With reference to the statement madein 
the Globe a few dars ago concerning Mr. 
Peter McLaren having invested in Dakota 
lands, we are now informed that Mr. McLaren 
does not own a foot of land in Dakota, and 
that the statement is therefore untrue.” 

Verysoonafterwards the GV^&publisKed, 
the authority of their Ottawa cortej* 
spondent, that the Canadian Pacific Rail¬ 
way Company had refused to take any 
land west, of Qu'Appelle, owing to its 
inferior character, afterwards another‘arti¬ 
cle in its editorial columns was published, 
^ showing how superior was the location 
made by Mr," Mackenzie's Government of 
the line north of Lake Manitoba.' I quote 
1 both: 

\ " The latest map-hae been issued 6y the 
Canadian Pacific Railway Company, showing 
thefr land locations.-' Jt appears the Company 
have declined to accept any lands in the main 
line of their road, west of Qu’Appelle, but 
have selected lands along the route surveyed 
by the late Government, in the Peace River 
district and Qu’Appelle Valley. Some lands 
have also been taken in the Turtle Mountain 
district. The Pacific Syudjjgj^j in order to 
save distance and cost o^penstruction, have 
j been allowed to deflect their line to the south¬ 
ward Over an alkaline plain, but they are 
careful to select their lands elsewhere, as 
.their contract entitles, them to do. Their, 
action shows the wisdom of Mr. Mackenzie’s. 
prdposaHo .construct a rail waythe North¬ 
ern route. 

“Now, what are the * facts ? referred to ? 
One of them is that the main line of the rail¬ 
way has, to serve the Company’s own ends, 
b een made to run for hundreds of <miles 
through a region which the Company them¬ 
selves virtually declare to be unfit for settle¬ 
ment. Another is that the tendency of settle¬ 
ment hag from the’firs t been away from the 
railway Instead of along it, west of Qu’Ap- 

S elle. Another is that the Company have 
eclined to accept the lands along the railway 
as part of their .subsidy,* and are asking to 1 
have the privilege of selecting them in, the! 


fertile belt where tho railway was intended to 
run, and where tho Company should havt 
been compelled to construct it. 

“■ v Just as the contented settler jfi 
the best possible immigration agent, so tile 
aggrieved one is the most effective deterrent 
of immigration. If the land west of Qu’Ap¬ 
pelle is as bad as the Canadian Pacific Com¬ 
pany themselves declare’jt 10 be, what pos 
sible good can be accomplished for either 
themselves or the country, by misrepresenting 
its real character? The immigrant who set¬ 
tles on it will soon find out all about it, and 
having been induced to settle .there on false 
pretences, he will cherish a very natural 
hostility for those who ..have deceived and 
ruined him. We have never said anything 
deprecatory to the North-West as a whole. 
We have gone to considerable expense to 
make its great natural resources and agricul¬ 
tural capacity known to the world. The 
Globe has done more in this direction than 
the Government and the Canadian Pacific-' 
Company combined ; but we have never 
scribed the North-West as an unbroken agri¬ 
cultural paradise. We have known for yeart 
that the mid-southern portion of the territory 
was.occupied by the northern part of a com¬ 
parative desert that runs far south into the 
United States. We pointed this out long 
ago, and warned the country of the injury 
that would be done to all parties if the rail¬ 
way were allowed to (^.deflected through this 
arid region instead of keeping it within the 
fertile belt, to which the settlers are even now 
going in preference to following the line of 
the road. * * * * 

“ The announcement that the Canadian 
Pacific Railway Comp&ny have refused to.ao- 
cept any portion of their land subsidy along 
their main line west of Qu’Appelle, will not 
surprise anyone who has watched the course 
oi events.. By their agreement with the Gov¬ 
ernment they, are not required to take any odd 
numbered sections which ‘consist, in a ma¬ 
terial degree, of land hot fairly fit for settle¬ 
ment.’ -By the c same, agreement the land 
subsidy was to be located along the main line 
of„tlfe railway ‘from Winnipeg to Jasper 
House,’ that is, through what is known as 
the Fertile Belt. The obvious intention of 
the clause is that the road should ruh through 
a tract of country the chief part of which is 
od agricultural land, and that the Company 
shoula be permitted to reject such occasional 
sections as might happen to be largely unfit 
for agricultural purposes. To please the Com¬ 
pany the Government allowed this agreement 
to be violated. The former have been permit¬ 
ted to divert their main line so far to the south 
that for hundreds of miles it runs through 
land whichris, on their own admission* unfit , 
for settlement.' When they asked for such < 
an alteration of the contract in their favor, : 
they should have been warned thatthey would 
still be compelled to- take the chief part of 1 
their land subsidy along the line of Che rail- , 
way. They knew what the lands they wished 
to traverse are like. Their general character 
\ 






boon known for a quarter of a century. 
?y constitute the northern portion of a great 
lericnn desert which js projected like the 
ol a cone into Canadian territory, b 
IchMqcB not run so far north as the route 
toted Mr. Mackenzie for the railway. 
Ing intasuch a change of scheme with their 
M> open./and avowedly for their own benefit, 
anoufd now bo held to their agreement 
compelled to accept their lands where 
have chosen to run their road. 

Will the Government accede to this most 
•oasonnble request of the railway Com- 
jy ? Unfortunately there is very little 
fund for dopht. The Company have hnjJ 
fny requests to prefer since they undertook 
I. woik, and their requests have’always 
inded more like-demands made than favors 
:ed for, ,As demands to bip complied with, 
I not favors to be granted. I they have evi- 
itly been regarded by • tfie'-GovernmenL 
ley have been able, heretofore, ito get what- 
Sr they wanted, and there/is only too much 
ison to believe that they have not parted 
Sh any of the power they/ are able to exer- 
e over the Government whenever they feel 
iposed to do so. Moreover, .the indications 
strongly in fa’vor of/ the view that the 
ivernment ha\ e all along contemplated cap¬ 
tation, like Crockett’s coon, whenever the 
'ridicate rifle might be pointed at them, 
ley have been reserving a large tract of fine 
rming land in southern Manitoba, off which 
(migrants have been persistently warned, to 
e utter disgust of thousands of intending 
ttlers. They have been reserving other 
rge tracts in the fertile belt, for what pur¬ 
se, unless as Syndicate preserves, no one 
ims to kuow. At all events the railway 
npany have not hesitated to indicate on 
sir maps where they mehn to select their 
Ids.. (Whether the Government will make 
difficulty about , allowing them to go 
ire they please' appears to be a matter of 
mdary importance, if. indeed the accept- 
Je of their intepretation of the bargain is 
a forgone conclusion or a matter of pre- 
ingeraent.” 

Tow, we will see what Mr. Stephens 
about it. On.the 10th of September, 
he writes as follows to the Globe; 

fir,—I observe that two articles published 
ie Globe'on Saturday, the 8th instant, 
iin statements substantially^ follows: 
•—That the main lipe of this Company’s 
pay has been made to run for hundreds of 
B through a country which the Company 
iselves declare to be unfit for settlement^ 
'—‘That the .Company ‘have refused to 
it any portion of their land subsidy in the 
lying along tne main line west of 
apelle. 

he articles in question assume these 
rtions to be correct, and base upon them 
"iber of observations, conveying the im- 
s _.on that the whole ,of the railway belt 
D Qu’Appelle to Calgarry is admitted by* 


ut'TVo 
te set 


the Company to be part of the great American 
desert, and to fall within the exception in the 
contract with the Government which excludes ___ 
m the Innd grant lands not fairly fit for 
settlement. 

“ As these statements could not have been 
made in language better calculated to mislead 
the public, to injure this Company, and to 
retard the settlement of the North-West, even 
if they had been prompted by the most bitter 
and malignant desire to attain those objects 
and ns they do not merely purport to convey 
the opinions of the Globe, but profess to State 
the views and to describe" the acts of the 
Company, I feel it necessary to correct any 
erroneous impression the articles mightcreate, 
by stating the facts. 

“ I have therefore to say that the assertions 
in the articles in'question as to the character 
of the land along the main line ef the railway 
west of Qu’AppeJle, and as to the views of 
this Company in respect of that land, Ji are 
utterly and absolutely unfounded. 

“ That this Company have not, either • 
virtually or directly, admitted or declared the 
lands in the railway belt west of Qu’Appelle 
to be in any degree unfit for settlement. 

“ That this Company have not refused or 
declined to accept arfy land west of Qu'Appelle 
as a portion of their land subsidy. 

“I might content myself with the foregoing 
categorical denial of the statements made* 
But to prevent misconception, I desire to add^X. 
that this Company have not contemplated^ V' * 
and do not contemplate, refusing or declining—; 
to accept hny of the uneven numbered lots nr ^ 
the railway belt west of Qu’Appelle as part of 
their land grant, except in so far as aoy par¬ 
ticular section, for some special reason, may 
not be fairly fit for settlement ; that thia Com¬ 
pany have examined a large portion of the 
territory referred to, and are satisfied not only- 
that it is in a material degree fairly fit for 
settlement, but that to a large extent it con¬ 
sists of as fine farming land as is to be found 
in the North-West Territories or in. any part ^ 
of Canada; and as respects the portion of the 
territory not yet specially examined, they 
have no'reason to doubt that it is of equally 
good quality. 

“ I nave further to request you to be good 
enough to give this letter insertion in your 
paper, in order that the statement ‘of this 
Company may receive as wide a circulation 
as the article to which it refers. 

I remain, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

GEO. STEPHEN, 

President — 

Commenting on ihh^^ijGlobe says: 

« This is on the wflole a reassuring letter.- 
Th6 public will be glad to have Mr. Stephen’s 
opinion pf the lands along the line of railway 
wesKof Qu’Appelle, his disclaimer on his 
company’s behalf of any intention to decline' 
these lands, and his implied admission- that 
our view of the obligation resting upon the 


10 


► 


Company in tho matter of accepting lands cation of that statement the Liverpool 
adjacent to tho lino is tho correct one. Wo Courier, of August 22tid, published an 

editorial article »hichb=ga r i,h. s « r i„ g , 
and, say, Medicine Hat is not endorsed oy all ^at the Northern Pacific railway was soon 
thofee who travelled over this region, some of to be opened and that a large delegation' 
whom we have heretofore regarded as coin- 0 f capitalists, scientists, politicians and 


potent and disinterested observers; hut since business men of England had been in- 
the Railway Company have determined to .. , . _ * „ t*. 1 

accept these lands as being in general ‘fairly vlted t0 make an excursion over It It 
fit for settlement,* wo do not feel disposed to continues thus :— i 

press that view of the matter as against them. « A con8 iderable portion of the line is said { 
‘Wepoirited out m one ofthe articles referred- to run through fertile country, but it is also 5 


. . Ox 1 .1.1 .1 . . VU run blJIUUUIl IClbliO WUIIWM UUU Jb io uiou -a 

*°. ty. Mr. Stephen, that when the contract undoubtedly a fact that a considerable portion r 
with the Company was entered into the ob- paB8e8 thr ' h a sterile and unpromising dis- * 
Vious intention of Parliament was to have the Sj 8trict wh f ch j 8 , confirmed by numerous !: 
railway lands chosen along the line of the re p refle ntative8 of the Canadian press, express- J 
railway, excepting only such occasional sec- jy joJd off to say a good word if possible.'- 
lions as might from local causes be unfit for ^gain, itis gener ally agreed that the locality 
settlement. We contended then that when the 0 f 6 the road is such as to render close settle-1' 
Company were permitted to change the line Tncnt a highly important factor, practically I 
ofthe railway in their own interest, they should impossible; and that is the main reason fori 
have been allowed to do so only on the condi- ma F intending settlers of the Canadian! 
tion that they must seledt their lands along North-West becoming disheartened and going $ 
the new route, as the original contract bound elsewhere. The demianor of the Indians also* $ 

thP Tw « fl L°/ lg w he ° d °.1 e - n We ftre glad t0 is said to be far from favorable, and the man- ' 
see that Mr. Stephen, tor the Company, prac- ner j n which they are armed is calculated to 
tically accepts this view of the Wain be- excite apprehension.” 
tween them and the Government, and to have - .j . 

his express assurance that the lands will be Could anything be more atrocious than 
selected on thiB principle. He emphasizes the the instigation of such an article. It 
exception of sections “ not fairly fit for settle- contains the very words used by the Globe 
ment,” but we are not disposed, in the fact of about fourteen days before. Now, the 

it to time and the event to shew how many Advertser. Immediately those statements 
sections, or what proportion of the lands in were published, the Bishop of Saskatche- 
the railway belt, may be rejected by the Com- wan wrote a letter to the press contradict- 
P an ^' - mg them, with respect to ttie Indians, and 

That is the kind of backing out by which saying that they were never more docile, 
the Globe attempted to reaffirm its and had never shown greater inclination 
malicious falsehood. It will be seen that t0 peaceable pursuits, and to turning their 


That is the kind of backing out by which saying that they were never more docile, 
the Globe attempted to reaffirm its and had never shown greater inclination 
malicious falsehood. It will be seen that t0 peaceable pursuits, and to turning their 
the correspondent ofthe Globe at Ottawa, attention to .getting their Jiving by agri- 
first made the statement, and that it was culture—thus the facts were exactly the 
indorsed by the Globe afterwards. In the opposite of the statement made by the i. 
month of August the Globe had published Globe and copied, into the Liverpool' 
a letter from its editorial correspondent, Courier. I will read in this connection, 
stating that he had been along the line of an article from the Montreal Herald: 
the Canadian Pacific Railway, that for “ There has been apparent in the Globe » 
miles there was not a tree or shrub to be malignant spirit, the evidence of a rule or • 


found : he said that a large portion of the 


policy 

►litical 


—a determination to accomplish 


country that consisted of sand hills, and 

that the lands were unsatisfactory, then It ie useless for it to pretend that its attempt 
what did h ( e say also ? He said “ I regret to prevent settlement in the Canadian Nortn 1 
to say that the hostile attitude of the In- West > and hs puffery of Dakota and other 

dian population, and the manner in which P, art8 of the United States North-West are; 
.i „ f../ • the result of its regard for Canadian interests. £ 

they are armed, is exciting grievous appre- It need nol decl “ re that the slanders it hw i 

hnneiAne in f nir* n/n// T'La • i 1111 1 « . 1 £*.i .1 _ 


hensions in this vicinity.” The insinuation raised upon all who have had to do With the 
is, of course, that possibly the settlers opening up of the North-West in recent years 
might lose their scalps, or that there was are intended to promote the prosperity of 
danger of uprising and massacre. That w“ cTntrf 

was the way the Globe encouraged settle- £l unprejudiced Vople undersTand, is that ^ 
ment. Within a fortnight after the publi- great public interests are imperilled andt* 


raised upon all who have had to do With the 
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Bat wrongs oom mi tied by a journal which 
oc was a real inend of the country whose 
pspeats it would now blight in order to rcaoh 
ulterior political end. The writers in the 
the are ohly deceiving themselves if they 
.ngino the public eye does not penetrate the 
m of false pretences with which they would 
rroiind their attacks on the great North- 
cst I Their motives are plainly understood, 
eir object is as dear as the noon-day, and 
eir methods are generally condemned as 
ipatriotic and injurious to the party~with 
uch the Globe has been allied in the past.” 

The Herald has always been a pijopnfin- 
t supporter of the Opposition. I ijow 
ve the Globe for a moment and take up 
Brantford Expositor . I find the fol- 
mg: , 

There are Canadians we know of to-day 
o bought land in both Manitoba and 
kota at the same time and for the same 1 
ney. The land in the one place is equally | 
valuable as in the other, yet now, while | 
ere of six dollars an acre in cash are made 
the Dakota property the Manitoba land can- 
t be got rid of at any price, or two dollars an 
■e at the most.” 

t wonder if that could be considered 
speaking well of the North-West or not. 
the 12th of September t the following 
tfcrhent appears in the editorial columns 
the Globe: 

' Professor Tanner has returned to Torr 
o from the North-West, and although he 
eluctant to anticipate his formal report,, 
;h will be published immediately on his , 
rn to England, he states that he does not i 
the land and water of that uniform high 
ity which some have described it. With | 
ent care and proper exercise of good , 
me.pt both may be obtained he says of a 
factory character, and under conditions 
■li will favor succesiul results. He did | 
■limit his journey to the railroad, which 
■be through land greatly below the afcer- 
Buahty, but drove in direct contact with 
■farmers holding the lands. His report is 
Brable as regaras crops &c. 

■bw, let us see what Professor Tanner 
K? has said I have given the Globe 
■viewer’s version ; it was half-hearted 
■discouraging. The attempt is made 
■roresent Prof! Tanner as saying that 
■xperience of the North-West did not 
Knt him in speaking favorably of -that- 
■try. Now, there has been no more 
■isiastic visitor to the North-West than 
■same Prof. Tanner, and I may say 
■before the interview was published, 
ptbly in order to prepare for it, the 
me said, referring to Prof. Tanner's 


report on the model farm in Guelph, that 
hf was the highest, and perhaps the most 
trustworthy authority in his particular de¬ 
partment. What then does Prof. Tanner 
say in his own report ? (I am indebted to 
a friend for a copy of the report itself 
which has been placed in my hand since 
I rose Ja speak.) He gives an astounding 
contradiction to his interviewer. In his. 
opening remarks he says f 

“ Emigration may be compared to a stream 
of wealth-producing power flowing into a neW~ 
country, and as there are zealous agents for 
various countries eagerly seeking to secure as 
large h share as possible of that stream, so we 
soon And the contest becoming sharp and 
active. In the early stages the work is 
generally fair and legitimate, for the agents 
simply sbe'k to place before intending emi¬ 
grants the important-advantages of the coun- 
! tries or districts^ they severally represent. 

! This is too commonly followed by a se’ries of 
! misstatements os to the ootintries and dis¬ 
tricts which are represented by opposing 
agents. In order that the attention of emi¬ 
grants may be secured to these misrepresenta¬ 
tions, it is found necessary to make them very 
pungent and very startling, otherwise little or 
no notice would be taken of them. In this 
way rival agents whose duty it is to turn emir 
grants from Canada, find that the best way 
for doing so is to give some heartrending nar-^ 
rative oT the miseries, and possibly the ruiif 
which Lefel some emigrant who went to* 
Canada. The person who is thus addressed 
cannot possibly judge whether the narrative- 
be true or false, and thus in many cases he is- 
1 led to believe that there must be some truth 
in.the tale, because so many people tell him 
of. similar difficulties and misfortunes. He 
appears to forget that for each Canadian 
agent there will De ten or a dozen representa- 
1 tives of other districts. 

[ “ One illustrative fact may be useful at this 

! point, although it is but One of 10,000. I 
| shall have occasion hereafter to draw atten¬ 
tion to the very successful settlement which 
has been established in the North-West of 
Canada, by the assistance rendered to her 
tenantiy by Lady Gordon-Cathcart,' As the 
first detachment of her settlers were travelling 
to their destination, it became necessary for 
them to pass through a portion of the United 
States in consequence of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway being then incomplete.** 

And it is intended, „-if the policy of the 
gentlemen in Opposition could be carried 
out that it shall remain * incomplete—that? 
emigrants shall pass through the United 
States unless they travel to the North-West 
during the season of navigation. He con¬ 
tinues :— 

^ In doing so they were met by a number or 
persons who were to all appearance ordinary- 
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fellow travellers. These urged them to re¬ 
main in the States, whilst the extraordinary 
accounts they gave of the North-West of Can¬ 
ada filled their minds with disappointment 
and fear! Some said they could not escape 
the fearful floods.'of the spring, others assured 
them they would te baked by the fearfully hot 
summer, whilst another group knew perfectly 
well that they would be frozen in winter. As 
they proceeded they gradually discovered the 
trick which/had been played upon tfrem, and 
they Jaughfed at the doubts which had been so 
easily raised. 

u * Andnowthatyou have*settled here, what 
do you think of the place?’ I enquired of 
one of the party. 

ft f Aye sir/ he reverently replied, * it is 
really a Godly country. 1 

Incidents such as these are simply number¬ 
less in their variety and form, for there are 
large numbers of persons who are thus em¬ 
ployed throughout the emigration season, and 
"whose duty it is to persuade emigrants to settle 
in some other district than that to which they 
are journeying,and these agents are remuner¬ 
ated according to their success. In the ins¬ 
tance which I have quoted, the deception was 
attempted in the United States, but I need 
scarcely say that there is no monopoly of 
iy* virtue on either side of the Boundary Lihe for 
if it is six to one it is half a dozen to the other. 

“It has been a source of much surprise to 
me that so very large a proportion of these 
lands should be of such a thoroughly useful 
Character, and it is certainly undesirable to 
give an undue prominence to small portions, 
which may be supposed to possess objpotiSu 
able conditions/’ 

That is not the tone th€~7?lobe used in 
speaking of Professor Tanner’s report. He 
•continues:— 

“Even if it be admitted (as has been stated) 
that the Canadian Pacific Railway does run 
through a district having, in some parts, a 
rather larger proportion of alkali land than is 
usual, it is also true that if you drive 
away from the railway, either on the 
north or on the south of the line, 
this alkali almost immediately disap¬ 
pears. When the route of this railway 
had to be decided upon, various considera- 
_tions influenced the minds of the engineers en¬ 
gaged upon the work, beside the quality of 
the land. The imperial requirements ana the 
economy of construction doubtless received 
•due consideration, and I venture to entertain 
a confident hope that any difficulties arising 
from alkali land will soon be known only &b 
a thing of the past. Rather let every well- 
wisher of Canada rejoice that the glorious 
result of opening up so many thousands of 
square miles of valuable praineland has been 
so promptly accomplished at so small a cost 
to the colony, and especially at & time when 
it will offer a home to many thousands who 
seek for the land which now lies ready for 
their use. Here, then, wheat lands are avail¬ 


able which even the strongest opponent 0/ 
Canada must admit are unsurpassed in the ' 
world, and as these become occupied by sue, ' 
ceaeful cultivators they will not only produce 1 
an enormous amount of freight for the railw*/ 
but they will become large consumers ofEnp 
lish manufactures, and they will give a power 
to Canada in which every patriot will rejoice. 

t( They soon commenced ploughing the turf 
of the prairie, simply covering m their poti- . 
tocB with the fresh-turned turf. They also " 
sowed their wheat and oats upon the newlj 
turned sod. Very rough style of farming, 
many will be disposed to say, still it must & ■ 
remembered that they had no choice, but the 
results caused them no regret. Within eigbi ■, 
weeks from the time of planting the potatoei < 
they were digging their new crop, and befort * 
two weeks had passed I had sortie of those " r 
potatoes for dinner, and I do not hesitate 1} , * 
say that for size, flavor and maturity the; 1 
were excellent. 

“ On) account of the bracing, dry atm» ? f - 
phere tjtie fluctuations of temperature are net 
inconveniently felt, as is *he case where th M 
atmosphere is more humid. The warm dayi’^S 
in summer are generally followed by cod jjfj 
evenings, and such a thing as very sultry an/f| 
oppressive heat is scarcely known. XHll 
warm days, followed by cool nights and cejtf?® 
ous dews, facilitate the growth of cereals inPT 

S gree. The winters here are 

t and bracing, proceeding froteja 
use, nafaely the dryness of our*l 

ignificaut fact that, in the wM 
the Canadian Pacific railwif^ 
oitoba, the work has pot 
delayed a single day by reason of the weatbe% 
being too severe for the men fo continue 
work. Possibly, If Manitoba had not bwfl 
such a very attractive district, its a\lmM 
would never have been ‘so thoroughly mm 
represented. - . 

“ I find that the reports which have 1**$ 
so industriously circulated, and which deecribl 
in such extravagant language the destructir/l 
character of the Canadian climate, the 
quality of the water, the large quantity i$| 
alkali land, and the distress and lack ofprwJpl 
perity amongst the settlers, are either cm® 
trary to the facts of the case, or serio^sj 
exaggerations of perfectly exceptional conffl 
tions. I find that these reports have beeji 
industriously circulated with the dingfi 
object of diverting the flow pf emigration fag 
Canada.” * 


These arb hasfa ^exti^s^adr^from 
report wiuclThas been in yny hands b 
few minutes. I think they will show hi 
unfair, how untrue to the interests of 
North-West is that article of the G ,. 
which called attention to the fact thatM 
Tanner had said that he does not find ^ 
land or the water of that uniformly % 
quality which some have described, 
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ft with prudence, care, and a proper 
ise of judgment both may be obtained 
satisfactory character. It does not 
word of the enthusiastic statement 
„ this gentleman has made. No other 
jnce is needed to show the animus of 
Hiper which I had in my eye when I 
Itating what the hon. gentleman chose 
hallenge me for. In Mr. Hardy’s j 
Jtford organ of November 19 th there J 
extract from a letter from a gentle -1 
-who settled in Dakota as follows: ; 

. am really flourishing out Wre. My 
dcr and I l§ve two drug stores ktid each 
rrfo of 32t) acres. How is that* for tfne 
[b work ? M 

ine might say that a country where 
jgists greatly prosper is not the most' 
gable one for other settlers, but Dakota 
it be recommended even if it is only 
>od market for medicines. 

)n the 21 st November, the Globe quotas 
following from the Edmonton Bulle- 

While Governmental injustice and popular 
jonteut, lack of immigration and dull times, 
f prevalent in the North-West, the inferior 
lining lands of Minnesota and Dakota are 
tng up rapidly, and a very large percentage 
he incoming population are Canadians.” 

lommenting on this, the Globe says:— 

iThe American press is already holding out 
pur distressed brethren active sympathy, 
iromise of help. In one day’s exchanges 
End nearly a dozen of the most influential 
srs in tile Union telling the people of 
itoba they must break with the Dominion, 
;h is treating them sp scandalously. Let 
\e be no more of ostrich-like tucking of the 
in' the sand and refusing to see what is 
Snt to everybody. The organization move- 
lit of Manitoba means business. It means 
justice must be done. Ottawa methods 
jt be revolutionized, and that quickly.” 

lit the farmers’ meeting > in Manitoba, 
>rted in the Winnipeg Sun, and the 
>rt reproduced in the Globe, one of the 
ikers said:— 

It is all very w$U to talk of loyalty to the 
linion, but we''must be loyal to ourselves 
to our families, and I fail to see how we 
be loyal to ourselves and to them if we 
longer submit to the arbitrary and des- 
[c Government by which we are at present 
''trolled.. Gentlemen, I do not wish to be 
mdorstood, I am no annexationist. I 
lid be sorry to see Britain despoiled of any 
of her Provinces. But if the oppressive 
of~Dttaw& is to continue any longer, I 


fear that the secession of this Provinco^frotn 
the Dominion of Canada will bo inevitable.” 

- There is no remonstrance on the part 
of the Globe , no suggestion that it would 
be better for the people to come in a 
temperate manner to the Government 
and explain their grievances and seek 
legitimately to have them redressed. The 
same article states that not having access 
to the proper markets, grain cannot be 
profitably grown in Manitoba. If that is 
so, it strikes at the whole future of the 
NiJXth-West. There is no refutation of 
that in the Globe ; it publishes the state- , 
ment and seems to gloat over it. * 

Then, the Globe states 

i “ It is bad enough that 30,000 Canadians 
are now in a few of the northern counties 
alone of Dakota, who should be on our side 
of the line. It is worse that the tide of immi¬ 
gration has been turned away by misgovern- 
ment ” 

Hon. Mr. POWER—Hear, hear ! mis- 
government! 

Hon. Mr. PLUMB—The Globe re¬ 
produces an article from the New York 
Sun on the Manitoba movement, which it 
describes as “ perhaps the best American 
article which has yet appeared on the sub¬ 
ject of the North-West Troubles.” The 
Sun Article is as follows : \ 

“While Dakota has divided against itself, a 
number of excited citizens in the bordering^ 
Province of Manitoba are uniting in the re^ 
solve to get better treatment from the Dom¬ 
inion Government or else to cast their fortunes 
with Dakota and the United States. The 
grumbling of the sturdy Briton and of the 
mercurial French Canadian re-echoes along 
the sad A#£miboine, and is borne alorig to the 
lodging houses of Winnipeg, ‘the first city of 
the great Nort-West.* | 

“In fact, there is a very serious state of things 
in Manitoba, and we take pleasure in calling 
the attention of our esteemed contemporaries 
in Canada and England, who have always 
afforded so much encourgement to the rebels 
of other nations, to these possible rebellious 
and certainly very angry persons in the 
North-W est. 

“ The causes of the excitement which now 
-prevails'among the Manitobans are compara¬ 
tively few, but they are definite enough, so 
that it cannot be difficult for the statesmen of 
the Dominion to investigate the alleged griev¬ 
ances and to take steps to remedy them, if 
they are found to exist. 

There is an immense area, of territory in 
1 Manitoba upon which no settlement have 
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been mode. The Manitobans assert that their 
land and the management of it belong to 
them, and that the Dominion Government 
ought to let it alone, instead of attempting to 
pass laws in regard toil. They insist that 
the financial policy and the railroad policy of 
the Dominion Government arc against the in¬ 
terests of Manitoba. They say that this Pro¬ 
vince can never bo prosperous while the 
Canadian Pacific Railroad enjoys n monopoly 
and ohurges exorbitant freight rates. These 
rates are so high as to make it almost impos¬ 
sible to send to market the agricultural pro¬ 
ducts, on tho sale of which ai a profit the set¬ 
tlers must mainly rely for support. They 
demand that charters shall bo granted to 
competing railroads, and denounce tho Dom¬ 
inion Government for refusing such charters. 
They insist that the present high protective 
tariff is a permanent check to the growth of 
the Province. The high duty on agricultural 
implements is an especial grievance. It 
either keeps out of tho Province persons who 
would otherwise settle there or it becomes a 
heavy burden 6n all persons who are en¬ 
gaged in agriculture.” 

I call especial attention to the clos¬ 
ing paragraph, which sounds somewhat 
strangely in view of the ’items already 
quoted from the enormous prohibitory 
tariff of the United States. The article 
alslo states that there does not seem to be 
u any immediate probability that the tariff 
will be reduced to any sufficient extent.” 
It seems to have been written in with un¬ 
consciousness of the exorbitant United 
States Tariff, and of the unavailing attem¬ 
pts that have been made to modify it 
There is no prospect held out to the settler 
in the United States that their tariff, which 
is double ours, will be reduced.* The 
Sun thinks the Globe is mistaken in saying 
that the Manitoba agitation is not an an¬ 
nexationist movement, because the Globe 
admits that 

“Before even 1 entertaining the thought of 
breaking off from the Federation, they will do 
everything in' their. jx^Wer by constitutional 
means to arouse the Government and country 
to a sense of duly $ and faijing in thaty after 
a reasonable time, they certainly will adopt 
other means for securing their rights, and 
they will be justified in so doing.” r ^ 

What the other means will be is evident. 
The Free Press goes on to say 

“At the present time there is intense feeling 
against the Government in several sections of 
the country—much more intense than is gen¬ 
erally supposed. But little would be required 
to stir itjnto actual violence. We have suffi¬ 
cient confidence in the good sense of the peo¬ 
ple, however,”to believe that they will not 
allow themselves to be led into any demon¬ 
stration of hostility. Let them give the Gov- 


eminent no rest until their wrongs are right* 
cd." 

“There is a fine little tempest browing in 
Manitoba, and we shall watch it cnrofiilly. A 
studied appearance of moderation' and an 
organization by delegates and representative 
bodies have preceded greater revolutions than 
Manitoba is likely to produoo. But the pro¬ 
cess is interesting, and the Dominion Govern¬ 
ment will probably yield.” 

Here is another instance of fannrffg the 
flame of the country at which the Globe 
has so long been busy :— 

“Testimony is rapidly accumulating to 
prove the utterly fatuous character of the 
Government's North-West land regulations. 
Even lifelong Conservatives are awakening 
to the magnitude of the mistake that has been 
made, ana are protesting against the Govern, 
mont’e gameof playing directly into tho hands 
of Dakota. That the honestly intentional 
squatter should be helde entitled to no ro- 
numeration for the improvements effected by 
him in an outrage of the first magnitude, and 
however such conduct may be characterized 
by the Government and Rs officials, private 
citizens accustomed to the use of hard, 
homely English, call it confiscation The 
Government-lured well-meaning land hunters 
by fine promises to camp upon their reserves 
while instructing their agents to hustle them 
off the premises and confiscate their belong 
ings. Tlie settlers are hopelessly set back in 
their struggle for an honest subsistence. The 
Government or the Canadian Pacific Railway, 
as the case may be, comes into the possession 
of an improved property, the product of a 
poor man's toil,” 

In view of the ‘^utterly fatuous ” and 
prohibitory character of the land regula¬ 
tions of the late Government, the follow¬ 
ing extract from the Globe incendiary, as 
usual, sounds particularly impudent: 

“ ‘An Old Settler' writes to the Winnipeg 
Free Press advocating peaceable separation 
of Manitoba and the North-West from the 
Dominion as a remedy fpr the oppressive 
customs tariff and railway monopoly under 
which that p&rt of Canada is suffering, M 
well as for the fatuous land policy of the Do¬ 
minion Government. That the people of 
Manitoba'are-suffering severe but needless 
hardships in a variety of ways as the result 
of misgovern men tat Ottawa is manifest to the 
most superficial observer; but have they ex¬ 
hausted all possible means of redressing their 
grievances within the constitution? On the 
last occasion when the Railway question wm 
up beforr them,'they virtually endorsed the 
policy of disallowing Provincial charters by 
returning the Norquay Government to power. 

If the Manitobans really want the railwij 
monopoly broken np they should say so.” 

The Globe heads an article on the 20th & 
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Bmber, 11 Mnnitoba Rights. What 
Jratric Province farmciV think about 
V* Dominion Government nr- 
fed. . 'The people's rights as British 
:ts fnirly. set fprth. Mhgna charta 
:cond.” In that it clahns: 

Jhat the Province should insist upon the 
|blo control or her publics lands, "includ 
Jbliool lands/ by the Legislature of the 
Jlnce.and compensation for the lands sold 
|Betl for Fedoral pnrpppefli that tho duty 
fricultural implements and building ma¬ 
le bo removed, and tho Customs tariff on 
[lee entering into daily consumption be 
lly modified in the interest of the people 
ijs Province and North-West; that this 
dnee oluime tho right of representation in 
federal Cabinet; that it is the duty of the 
lincial Government to make such amend 

! is to the Municipal Act ns shall empower 
icipal council^ to build or assist in build- 
elevators, grain warehouses, and mills 
in the limits Of such municipalities; that 
Convention is unanimously of opinion 
the Hudson Bay Railwa^ should becon- 
jcled with the least possible delay.” 

’hose are some of the resolutions which 
Gipbe heads: “Magna Charta theSec^ 
1 ” , The foul intention of the agitators 
of the agitation is rivalled in the reso 
|ctn proposed at their late meeting in 
tnipeg, advising settlers not to go 
the North-West or to Manitoba 
)ther article contains unfounded corq ? 
Jnts about the Canadian Pacific Railway 
’^ht rates. I shall refer to that subjecj 
:ntly * because it was prominently'' 
lght forward by the agitators, and be- 
ie a statement was made here to which 
lid I should take an opportunity to 
Another article from a Globe cor 
>ndent characteristically headed “Our 
Zest,”—I emphasise the first word— 
reference almost wholly to the North- 
Pacific route through Dakota and the 
Bning states and territories. He says 


> the many Canadians contemplating em- 
ing to this coast the following information 
route to be taken, as well as other par- 
irs, may proye of interest.” 

len he- describes the different routes 
xmtinues*— , 

v !*.. 

were whirled through a fine, well-settled 
Itry between St. Paul and Mandan. onthe 
^side of the mighty Missouri, in Dakota, 
Epiess time, which point we reached in 
[ty-four hours after leaving St. Paul, the 
nee being 469 miles. Here an unavoid- 
delay occurred, which prevented our 
|[ng till 4.36 p. m. This gave your corres -1 


pondwit an ;opportunity of looking through 
the town and ascertaining facta regarding Tpa 
surroundings. r As an agricultural country lie 
is positive that very little of it is to bo found 
along the route of railway in Dakolu, west of 
tho Missouri. There may dMtan occasional 
bottom that will yield fairlBj^ll. The land 
is dry and sandy and ontirofyunflt for grain- 
raising. Extensive crazing districts woro re¬ 
ported, i±a well as rich mineral sections. East 
of the river, and northward to tho boundary 
line, there is much fine land admirably 
adapted for grain and' stock-raising. Here it 
is that largo Canadian settlements are to bo 
foupd under the flag of Uncle Sam quite con¬ 
tented apparently. In conversation with 
muny of these, I gleaned tho ; n formation that 
whilo a'large proportion were direct from 
Canadal many were likewise from Manitoba, 
and had left that country in consequence of 
the land regulations and so much land being 
held by speculators', precluding their getting 
suitable locations whereon to establish them¬ 
selves. 4 

The truth is Dakota was settled by 
Canadian pioneers long before the con-’ 
struction of the Canadian Pacific Railway , 
was commenced, following the-opening of 
the Northern Pacific, and they have been 
living there for many years. If our op¬ 
ponents had commenced building the 
Canadian-Pacific Railway across the.prairie 
as they oughrto have done we would have 
secured many of those Settlers. They 
went from the weste rn part of Ontaric^ahd 
^hey all have nearly the same political pro: 
'divides with my hon. friend from Halifax. 
The Winnipeg Times replying to "Professor 
Bryce, who has been making the state- 3 *' 
ment that* Dakota is largely populated 1 
by Canadians, driven out of Manitoba by 
the high tariff, says :— 


r 


u The Canadian Pacific Railway authorities 
can con vince-him that 700 families, number- 
say 2,600 souls, have emigrated from there 
into the Canadian North-West since May 1. 
One hundred and sixty-four French-Canadian 
families have this ye&r»aeiUed in the St. Leon* 
district, coming principally from Massachu¬ 
setts, and they say that hundreds will follow 
them next season. The railroad statistics 
show that since 1881, when the work of con¬ 
structing the Canadian Pacific Railway was 
seriously undertaken, there has been a steady 
stream" of settlers from the American side to 
Canadian. For every settler who has left 
Manitoba lor Dakota, twenty have left Dakota 
fof Manitoba. These foots are a sufficient 
answec.tp those' who ore continually saying 
all they can to injure and misrepresent this 
country*” 

Hon. Mr. POWER—What paper is, 
that frpm ? ' 
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I-Ion. Mr. PLUMB—Ibis not from the 
Globe, It is from the London Free Press . 
He may be sure that any paper , speaking 
favorably of Canada is not of the same 
political stripe as the Globe. Under the 
heading “Manitoba's rights,” the Globe* 
publishes the platform of the “Manitoba 
Itome Rights Provincial League,” in 
Which the following appears :— 

The Tariff was adopted entirely in the 
interests* of the manufacturers and pro¬ 
ducers of the East, without any reicrcnce to 
^he needs of this country. It discriminates 
against us in favor of Dakota and Minnesota, 
aiLO\iu8tice to our wants impenvtively dc- 


ttiLOSiustice to our wants impenvtively dc- 
manas^fl immediate modification, so far at 
least as lb vaffpn ts 'Manitoba and the North* 
West” \ 




least as irv affpc ts Manitoba and the North* 
■West” 

A letter from a spbeial correspondent of 
the Globe at WinnipegVs headed V Mani -1 
toba troubles. Discontent coming to a 
head in the Prairie Province. Result of 
a series of blunders. The^fWners will 
have their rights by some meansS^Down 
With monopoly Threatenjp^^tqKburn 
elevators and tear up (Situ¬ 


ation very serious."V 'Ijhe',cgtrdaporipent 
says: - - : l V, s -)1 

“ All through the coblr^Ver^t Sadim#' Him 
been raging in regard to x t|u> 
this country no 

fuller knowledge of the r eqummi (ft! t« 
country than tlie Globe , non 
yond the mark in predicting cgStroaHJfegood 
government be at once vouchsafedour 
position in Confederation wilL evjery May 
become more a matter of form, and tlfotfinally 
we will shake ourselves loose from Yhe< mon¬ 
otonous burden and'seek some more congenial 
government. There is no doubt that -the 
Canadians are a l Joyal people; they love their 
institutions and their traditions, but they are 
common sense people as well, &h‘d' will not 
allow their%enerous sentiments to be used 
against them to compel them to sit still while 
other loyal people are steadily accomplishing 
their min. ^ 

“Thejday has gone by when, by a peculiar 
perversion, forms of government were wor¬ 
shipped for themselves, and every Canadian, 
at any rate, has learned that governments are 
made for the conveniences of men, and not 
men for the glory of governments The day 
has come when the lumbering blue mould 
appendages of Government must be scattered 
to the four winde„and when a system of gov¬ 
ernment is chosen like a particular kind of 
reaping machine-*-because it is the best- for 
the purposes for which it is required, and for 
no mysterious or' awful reason whatever. 
This is especially the case in Manitoba and 
the North-West. The country is young, the 
population is made up . of all nationalities, 
people have come here to make money. ,We 


arc independent of the eastern-provinces. Wo * 
are not independent of the United States. Wo 
have almost the certainty of a short ocean 
1 ronto to the Old World by means of Hudson 
Bay, and, in fine, we arc too young and too 
vigorous to be plundered by a number of men 
under the constitutional guise of a govern 
moot. • • . * . * ' 

“ The feeling in this country in one of dis 
oontont and widespread resentment. The 
organizations whion have been formed 
throughout the country by tho farmers are 
not for the purpose of whiling away the winter 
merely. It has come to be with them a 
struggle for existence, under the crushing 
weight of monopolies fostered and legislation 
fathered by the Federal Government, and if 
they are unsuccessful in demanding redress 
they will either adopt urn onstitutional means 
to bring their troubles before the notice of the 
Government, or rather gather up their belong¬ 
ings and follow the disappointed train whicli 
daily crosses the international boundary.' It 
seems hardly necessary to say what is driving 
them away. The tariff on agricultural im- 

S leinents is death to them. * * * •* In 
Manitoba City to-day the indignant people are 
threatening to burn down the elevators and 
pull up the railway track. Peaceable and 
practical as the settlers are, special watch¬ 
men are required to save the property of these 
monopolies from devastation. A central 
.indignation meeting will be held at Brandon. 
|bn the 26th inst., when delegates will attend 
from Winnipeg and many towns throughout 
the country, and in the meantime what should 
have been peaceful settlements are placarded 
with hostile posters, damning a Jong a 
weary series of monopolies. The evils of the 
elevator monopoly are due to the Canadian 
Pacific Railway. Ogilvie built elevators here 
and there along the track of the railroad. 
Every bushel of wheat must go through an 
Ogilvie elevator or be shipped on Canadian 
Pacific Railway cars. No other elevator can 
be built because the Canadian Pacific Railway 
owns tlie Iapd and vill not allow it. Every 
bushel of graiA which is elevated incurs a 
charge of three cents, and every bushel which 
is not elevated must be re-shipped at Grena 
or Duluth at a cost of ten cents, as the Cana- f? 
dian Pacific Railway refuse to allow through 
cars by otherJine—and their yards are full of 
them—to bejoAded witlfany of the grain. — 

“ Is it much wonder that firebrands and 
rebellion are talked of in Southern Manitoba? 
Are we to believe reports that four out of every 
six families there settled will cross the interna 
tional boundary before another spring? 

“ It would be well to remember that though 
there is a Canadian sentiment here, a senti¬ 
ment is in any case but limited in its power as 
a spring of action. It would be well not.to 
forget that the business men of this country 
are under obligations to Americans for what 
support they have 1 received and are receiving 
during this financial trial.” 

Just afte?This the general manager of 
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Canndinn Pacific' Railway wrote to the “ The Tory organa any that the North-West 
)be to say that my hon. friend, Mr. regulations are more liberal than thoso 
ilvic, and his firm, never had the mdni- 

ily of the elevator business; that the drfvoh Americans oMhmtoba. Can it bo 
jadian Pacific Railway had certaih rules truthfully affirmed that our land regulations 
regards construction of elevators to pro- have dri ven no Canadians to Dakpta? ’ Un- 
t neighboring station buildings from fortunately it can ifot. The whole country is 
»„d tha,.ho Wbhrf toJuM Ef?K3 
elevator Could get permission to do so, managed so ontirsly in their interest, that 
complying with the same rules tfiat thousands, despairing^ ju'stipe-or unablo to 
re enforced by all the other railways'in in that vast territory a place on whioh 
i West. There are over 300 elevators c Quld settle in safety, fled across (he 
the line, and my hon. friend Certainly 

ss not osyn„ them all. There is com- Manitoba College, jn an interview, the report 
tition in wheat buying and storing wher- of which will be found elsewhere, stated that 
:r there is business to .warrant it, and * 10 fp un( i B large- dietrict in Dakota thickly 
“ ha, be’en eye^ eneountgentent given 

the Company to such competition.^ The dinner He ’ knows seven Presbyterian 
' wtis started for the purpose of injuring ministers', Canadians themselves, whose con- 
: Canadian Pacific Railway, the country gregations- are-Canadians. ’ In the part of 
rough which thdsrailway passes, and the NorthernDakot* which he knows there are 

Jvernment whichAhad to do with thp thousdhd Canadians. These people 

ivernment wnicu maq. to ao wyn the etill retain theirloye for Canada, and would 

llding of the railway ^Ther Globe says, not have left it if (>ad laws and misgovern- * 
eakipg of the land regulations':— <■ >' ment had not driven" them out. What Prof. 
T . ■ , . 1 , ,, , r ' 7 , 2 ' 2 y ‘ . Bryce says only confirms what has'been so 

It is but natural that tlfty' oompare their often said of the exodus of Canadian settlers 
m condition with that of the settlers “Whom from the Canadian North-West., The mono- 
b reaerva 10ns and the regutstiona drove polish,,- the land-grabbers, the political 
t of the Canadian Ncrth-West^ be tr?^ed, Dttrae jt eS( and the swarm of adventurers 
ry differentl^at the other aids whom the Government would help to devour 

vMacpherson, unless he is bounu to the products of the setders* labors, were so 

material change in the disastrous p<*hoy greedy-that they dlove out of the country all 
his predeceseor, may. easily gain a high the settlers who oould get out.”' 
lutjdion by merely undoing as far as pqs- ‘ %•- 

lie m niachief that haB b^en done, and % Abftu|rthe time that was written Mr. 
amending the. regulations as. to renooye the Moor^aiwell-known citizen qt^Toronto, 


amending the regulations to renoove the Moor^aiwell-known citizen qfc«>Toronto, 
*“ d “ ‘ k " fcCan^lian 

North-West, and delivered an address at 
3on. Mr. POWE^—Hear, hear! That' Shaftesbury Hall. His address was pub- 
ourid. • lisheejf in several of the Toronto papers; I 

'*77' could not find that it appeared in the 

Hon, Mr. PLUM® 1 —Yes, but nothing Globe. ,It was a matter of public informa- 
re. On "November 24th the Globe tion,and the newspapers generally endervor 
:e d — ,p-' to give such information to the public, but 

; Our correspondent whose letter we pub- it was fimrabte-’Srd^North-West, favor- 
led yesterday, states once more the gpriev- able toj tfie mangetn«it£>p the Canadian 
ea of which the settle'rs in the NortteWfSt Pacific [Railway Company and’ the lands 
iplaim They are burdened with monopO- i- ^ „ _ A a:a ' f A „ 

, burdened with enormous taxation, “ or jS the line, and it did not find a place 
pissed and worried by land regulations ln the Globe. 

fich are as absurd in some respects as they I happened to turn up the Winnipeg 
| unjust in others, and rendered almost Times of January^tjfh, and I found the 
toerate by nusgoy/rhment. From some following article-on this question 
picts it is almost “impossible to get the 6 . , 1 ■ 

feat to a market. Thoee who do reach a “ Wm. CraioK^ffirmeriy of Waterloo, and 
brket find that, owing to railway monopoly now of Northevp-- Dakota, writes to the 
Bt to an elevator monopoly which has lately Galt Reporter tnt§he | settlers in his district 
pn added to all the other grievances, they are mostly Canadjaas ana Norwegians, The 
S get no more than sixty cents, instead of Canadians are alipnts and rail loudly against 
» ninety cents which it should now be worth. Sir John, and the Railway monopoly of Maul-,... 
I* complaints of settlers, while they came toba. " , 1 

m individu als, we re unheeded at Ottawa. “But it appears: they have even greater 
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grift van cos than tlioao whioli their fancy 
ascribes to tho lot of the Manitoba cottier. The 
Manitoba Road and tho Minneapolis Millers 
Association treat them mercilessly. To make 
matters' worse they oountod on getting 30 
bushels of wheat to tho aoro, while the usual 
average is only 17 bushels and the'prioe only 
76 cents per No. 1 hard. 

' " Tho land regulations have been tho moans 
( of getting a great many settlors so envolved 
financially, that it will -take* years oi hard 
labor ana privation to extricate themselves, 
and a great many ouses end in the Mortgagees 
getting everything.” 

“ By way of proving that foreclosures are i 
numerous, Mr. Craig says that some of the 
buildings in town are literally covered with 
bills advertising salts of mortgaged stook, 
mostly horses. I 

“ These nre facts which the Manitoba set¬ 
tlers should keep in mind while listening to i 
the rhapsodies of the political agitators about | 
* going over to Dakota and Minneapolis in a 
body/ To go from the frying pan into the 
fire has never been regarded as the part of 
wisdom. Moreover, while the real grievances of 
the Manitoba farmers are rapidly disappearing, 
the firrmers o'n the other;side of the line have 
almost lost hope of obtaining redress. The 
Millers association and the Railways play into 
each others hands and say ‘ public'opinion be 
hanged I’ ” 

I find the following in a paper published 
in Minnesota, the Minneapolis Canadian -j 
American 

“ Canadians, who are in such a dreadful | 
stew over the rates charged by the Canadian 
Pacific Railway, would perhaps be a litt)^ 
more moderate in their criticisms if^they 
were aware of the freight charges of the 
Northern Pacific.. It is a fact that Union 
Pacific rates for the same distances Are 16 to 
30 per cent, higher than those of the Canadian 
line. 

“ In charging extortion upon the North- 
Western Railways,.agreat deal of recklessness 
is displayed by the public. The operating 
expenses of such roads as the Union Pacific, 
Canadian Pacific Railway, and'St. Paul- Min¬ 
neapolis & Minnesota are at least 76 per cent, 
higher than those of Eastern lines. <. 

“ They have not a concentrated traffic suclt 
as the Grand Trunk or roads between Minne¬ 
apolis and Chicago have to command,', and 
moreover, their traffic may be said to be all 


one way, as tho oars which carry their wheat 
cast rolurn to thorn ompty, a fact that increases 
the oost of transportation. Having watched 
this controversy'over tho position assumed by 
the .Canadian Paoiflo towards the , wheat 
growers of Manitoba in rospeot to frozen 
wheat, tho condition of 'shipment, and the 
opportunities offered for the storagd of grain, 
we oannot. but express tho opinion that the 
.Railway Company have noted considerately 
aMd oven goncrously in tho matter.” 

The second quotation is the testimony 
of a Minnesota paper. Not long ago— 
and it comes fairly in this connection— I 
a statement was made that the Canadian j 
Pacific Railway Company used their power 
to extort enormous rates for traffic, dis- j 
proportionate altogether to the rates I 
charged by-other roads - • I 

The Globe has made that statement from | 
week to week and month to month, and 1 
one of m/ hon. friends who, I am sorry to | 
see, is not in his place to-day, read a com- I 
parative statement of freight rates—a com- 1 
parison between the first-class rates of the g 
Grand Trunk Railway upon it£ most 
settled sections and the first-class rates on 
/the Canadian Pacific, .Railway In a sparse 
'population; but, be it understood, there is 
'But little first-class freight on the Canadian • 
Pacific Railway. Not ten per cent, of its 
freight is first class—not 7 %—the real 
comparison is between similar lines and 
the Canadian Pacific Railway on the freights 
that.the North-West principally requires: 
salt, wheat, oats, lumber, agricultural im 
plements, &c. I ventured tb challenge 
my hon. friend’s statistics at the time he 
produced them, and now, for the informa¬ 
tion of the House, I will show that I was 
justified in doing so. The ''last tariff of 
the Canadian Pacific Railway, as compared 
with the rates on the St. Paul and Manitoba, 
the Northern Pacific Rail way and the Union 
Pacific Railway, will show howlittle founda¬ 
tion there was for my hon. friend’s conten 
tion, or for the Globe’s charges. The 
comparison is as follows: j 



COMPARISON ^OF RATES ON PRINCIPAL COMMODITIES TjAKEN FROM THE TARIFFS OF T 
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I think that' will effectually refute the 
assertion that, there are such exorbitant 
charges on the Canadian Pacific Railway, 
an assertion persistently repeated in the" 
articles in the Globe aiid elsewhere in the 
press and itfParliamcnt, - intended to dis¬ 
courage emigratfbn,* anil to, Show that* the 
settler is more liberally treated by roads 
which are doing the same kind of business, 
through the agricultural country on the 
other side of the line. I wrote lately to 
the manager of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway calling his attention to a state¬ 
ment in the Globe that a bushel of wheat 
js worth 80 cents in Winnipeg, and the 
cost of taking it to Liverpool is $1.07. 
The manager replied : 

“On the opening of navigation our rate 
from Winnipeg to Montreal will not be far 1 
from twenty-six Cents per bushel, and as the' 
rates from Montreal to Liverpool average 
about 83 cents per quarter, the through rate 
from Winnipeg to Liverpool will probably be 
something uhaer40 cents per bushel, includ¬ 
ing insurance^ Ac.” 

I also seni him a letter of the Manitoba 
correspondent of the Globe in which he 
said that'a prgrie necessity in Winnipeg 
was stone 1 for^fiuilding cellars; that it was 
carried .over ix branch of the Canadian 
^Pacific Railway from Stony Mountain; 
that they could not.get it elsewhere, and 
that the rate charged from Stony Mountain 
to Winnipeg when the Mackenzie Govern¬ 
ment ran the^ road was only $5 per car 
load of three cords, and that it is no,w 
$14.40 per cay of two cords. In reply the 
manager says:— 

c< I have to say that I am unablp to discover 
any evidence that there was a railway in 
_ operation in .Manitoba during the Mackenzie 
Government, and further that our rate on 
stone fron* Stony Mountain to Winnipeg is 
11.20 per ton” - - F 6 

That disposes of another malicious in¬ 
vention. Now, I will finish what I have 
to say on this subject, by comparing the 
North-West land regulations, which are so , 
strenuously complained of, with those of 
the United States. I think hon. gentle¬ 
men will see that some ^reckless' and' 
malicious attacks have been already>stfc- 
cessfully refuted, and will not refuse to 
> listen to what I have to say, so long ah it 
is pertinent to the general argument The 
statement upon the land policy which I 
am about to read frqm the Mail, Pre¬ 
pared myself. I - carefully examined the 
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United States hind laws, and the synopsir 
.which LJmvc given is strictly accurate, 
andvean Ibc readily verified Dy any one 
who chooses to tafer to published -regu¬ 
lations. 

" ; Mr. Macfirland, the United States Com¬ 
missioner of the Land Qffice published his 
report in Octobcrlnst. ^ He stated that one pf 
the well-grounded complaints madcagainst 
their management of land affairs was that 
patents are not issued promptly, and the 
evil had grown to such enormous magni¬ 
tude in the United States, that he was 
obliged to ask Congress to give him a hun¬ 
dred extra clerks to bring up the arrears. 
I will now read from the Mail the article 
referred to. 

A comparison between the homestead 
policy of Canada and the United States, 
will show which is most favorable to 
settlers., ' • * * 

CANADA/ UNITED STATES. 

fr* 

" The bead of the “Any male person 
family, or any Jnale not less than 21 years, 
person not less-than is entitled to a nome- 
18 years of age, is en- stead entry. Such 
titled to a homestead entry may be for any 
I entry. f . quantity not exceed- 

' '‘Such entry may ing 80 acres in the 
be lor any quantity first, or $250 class, or 
not exceeding ' 16,0 160 acres in the sec- 
acres in any land open xmd or. $126 class of 
therefor; the even lands open therefor, 
numbered sections, on The homestead settler 
about eighty millions has not the right of 
of the most fertile pre-emption. He ob* 
lands, being free for tains a patent at the 
selection until the end of five years* resi- 
firstof January, 1886. denceand cultivation. 
The settler will have He cannot have a see¬ 
the right of pre-emp- ond homestead entry, • 
tion of an adjoining He may commute by 
tract of the* same ex- purchase, - after .one 
tent as his homestead, year’s residence, but 
which he can pur- it is recommended 
chase at the end of that this^privilege be 
three years, at Gov- modified and re 

ernment prices He stricted.” 
obtains a patent at 
the end of three years’ 
residence andccultiva- 
tion. He pi ay have a 
second homestead 
entry, and a third and 
fqurtJw-He may comr 
mute by^purchase," 
after orfe year’s resi¬ 
dence.” * \ - 

u A clue to th^c.onstant attacks made upon 
the Government'policy, and the misrepresen¬ 
tations in regard to the North-West as a field 
for settlement, which have been endorsed and 
circulated with evident satisfaction by the 
Grit press, tys been discovered in the per 
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I think it was due to .-myself under the 
hon. gentleman’s challenge to vindicate 
my former assertions in respect to what 
seems to be a persistent intention to mis¬ 
represent, the condition of the North-West 
and of its settlers. I have befoie me many 
more extracts from the Globe, in support 
of my position which would take up too 
much time to read, and 1 have already 
trespassed on the patience of thfr House. 
At least, fifty such attacks as I have noticed 
Jjave been published in that paper within 
the six months, all bearing upon and cor- 
■roborating my statement. During October, 
November and December, they appeared 
almost daily. I would not have ventured 
to address the House this afternoon had I 
not known that there was no other business 
before it, and that I should occupy time 
that would not interfere with the public 
business. But the hon. gentleman chal¬ 
lenged me, and when a statement was 
made on the other side of the House with 
regard to the Canadian Pacific Railway 
rates, I felt that those statements required 
to be corrected ; and the House will see 
. that I have shown that "a^great political 
newspaper in this Province and its echoes 
have taken advantage of every opportunity 
either by indirection, by innuendo, by in¬ 
sinuation orbydirect attack to decry or 
oppose the progress and settlement of 
the invaluable heritage of Canada ; 
and also to impede and if possible 
thwart the operations of the railway 
which has been making such progress 
towards opening up that country, and 
ruin its credit. Within the last two or three* 
days we heard—I will not say exactly how 
or where, because I cannot refer tb a 
previous debate—an echo of the Globe in 
a statement' made on the floor of this 
House to the effect that a large number of 
settlers 1 were going-to-Dakota. It is but a 
few days ago that the newspaper to which 
~I have referred-asserted that the Canadian 
Pacific Railway Company, not satisfied 
with the advance which had been made to 
it, had applied to the Government, took it 
by the throat and demanded -another 
$ 5 , 000 , 000 . It was circumstantially stated, 
?and stated in a way. that was calculated to 
injure seriously, if not to ruin the financial 
standing of the Company, and although 
it failed of its "intended effect, it was 
quoted by 'the “Bear” interest in Wall 
street and everywhere else where people 


were speculating in Canada Pacific Rail- 
way stock. The assertion of the Globe 
was that Mr. Stephen, the President, and 
Mr. Drinkwater, the Secretary’ of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway Company were- 
here last week and had an interview with 
Sir J,ohn Macdonald in which they.impera- 
tively demanded the loan. At the time 
Mr. Stephen was in Montreal preparing to 
go to England, and Jie actually sailed on 
Saturday. In the meantime, before? his 
departure, he published a full denial of 
every statement in the article in question, 
and it has been denied by a Minister 
on the floofof Parliament. I wish to call 
the attention of hon. gentlemen to the fact, 
to show what reliance can be placed on 
tlie statement^ of a leading journal which 
lends itself to'the promulgation of false¬ 
hoods for which'it can give no shadow of 
excuse or justification and, as in this in¬ 
stance, when the falsehood is exposed arid 
refuted, no explanation of apology has 
been given. Such a bourse is an insult to 
its readers’ and to the 'public. .The hon. 
gentleman from* Halifax, in constituting 
himself the champion of that portion of the 
Opposition press which has been hostile to 
the settlement of the North-West, gave me 
a fair opportunity to make a statement' 
which I intended to be an exhaustive one, 
and I believe I have made it so. 

• I must apologize for having taken up so 
much time, but everything I have stated 
has been, based upon ...authority which is 
authentic in every way, and I shaft hand 
in the memorandum which I have read in 
regard to .comparative freight rates," 
which I consider most important, • to 
have placed in the record. Dr. Tanner’s 
contradictions of the statement of the 
Globe respecting the conditions of the 
lands on the Pacific Railway \I shall 
also hand to the reporter ;i I beg to submit ■ i{ 
that it is a sufficient refutation of the state- 
ment that the original route for the road 
aslocated by the Mackenzie Government ' 
was a better one than that which now 
passes through the richer and better set¬ 
tled portion of .Manitoba and the fertile 
belt of the North-West, to state that"it. 
reaches the invaluable coal districts, of _ 
Calgarry and Bow River, and I thank 
the. hon. gentleman from Halifax for 
having, unintentionally, no doubt, given 
me this opportunity. , . 

" ^3 * * 



